
 

 

 
 
  

E-Newsletter, January 2018 

A really good year for Huddersfield history 
I’m putting this newsletter together in what is really depressing weather for those of 
us who want to get out and about to history events and evening talks, but it has also 
made me realise that we have so many history-related events on our doorstep. And 
hopefully the bad weather we have experienced lately will have disappeared by the 
time we meet for our January talk.  

This is a year of anniversaries – some women getting the vote, the founding of the 
NHS and the centenary of the First World War Armistice. It is also 150 years since 
Huddersfield was incorporated as a Borough which will be marked by a series of 
events (not to mention a HLHS publication) as David Griffiths explains later in this 
newsletter. And, as there seem to be so many things happening in connection with 
Vote 150, I have tried to provide something of an overview. Consequently, the 
newsletter is a little longer than usual but I hope you will still find it useful. 

 
Happy New Year! 

 

Our E-newsletter 
We would like to hear from you! Please send any 
news, details of events and books, requests for 
information and comments that you think may be 
of interest to other Huddersfield Local History 
Society members to 
huddshistorynews@gmail.com 

And don’t forget to check out the Society’s website at 
 http://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk 
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How Holocaust Memorial Day is being commemmorated in 
Huddersfield 
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It’s still not too late to enter  the Society’s 
Edward Law History Prize for 2018 

 

 
 

CLOSING DATE: 31 January 2018 
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The Edward Law History Prize has been launched 
by the Society in recognition of our member and 
prolific local historian, Edward Law, who died in 
2013. Two prizes of £100 are on offer! 

Go to 
http://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/huddersfi
elds-history/edwardlaw/ for further details 

WANTED: BOOK REVIEWERS 
 
From our Journal editor Frank Grombir: 
 
Want to write a short book review for the next issue of the HLHS Journal? 
We're looking for recent, West Yorkshire-focused titles. Send your piece 
to editor@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk 
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EVENTS  
 

 
January 
 
Thursday 25 January 
 
Holocaust Memorial Day events: Beyond Words 
Stories and reflections are at the heart of this event. 7pm-8.15pm. Oastler building, University of 
Huddersfield. Free entry. 
 
 
Monday 29 January 
 
Our monthly talk: Heraldry in 17th Century West Yorkshire Houses as a Sign of Status 
Speaker: Peter Thornborrow, 7.30pm. Bronte Lecture Theatres – BLG/05, University of 
Huddersfield. All welcome, non-members £2 
 
 
February 
 
Friday 2 February 
 
Huddersfield and District Archaeological Society: ‘Cumbria to Cambria: A comparison of 
the archaeological landscapes from two distinct upland regions.’ 
Speaker: Jamie Quartermaine, 7.45pm. Heritage Quay, University of Huddersfield. All welcome, 
non-members £2.50. 
 
Saturday 3 February 
 
Wakefield & District Family History Society: WWI Internment Camps at Lofthouse and 
Ruhleben – how ‘enemy aliens’ were treated in Britain and Germany 
Speaker: Claudia Sternberg, 10.30 am, Memorial Hall, Leeds Rd, Outwood,  
 
 
Tuesday 6 February 
 
Huddersfield and District Family History Society: Children’s Homes. 
Speaker: Peter Higginbotham., 7.30pm. Huddersfield Town Hall, Corporation St, Huddersfield 
HD1 2TA. 
 
 
Thursday 8 February 
 
Honley Civic Society: Holmfirth Floods 
Speaker: Mike Wade, 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church Parish Rooms, Church Street, Honley, HD9 6AH. 
£2 for visitors, refreshments available after the talk. 
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Saturday 11 February 
 
Bagshaw Museum: V for Victory – A History Wardrobe Presentation. 
A new presentation about life on the Home Front in World War One. Wilton Park, Batley WF17 
0AS, 2pm. Tickets £12.50, booking essential. 
 
 
Wednesday 14 February 
 
Wakefield Historical Society: Nationalised Wakefield Collieries and a Brief History of the 
Mines Rescue Service. 
Speaker: Eddie Downes (author of ‘Yorkshire Collieries 1947-1994’), 7:30pm. Chantry Chapel, 3 
Calder Vale Rd, Wakefield WF1 5DJ. Visitors welcome, but a donation of £2 is requested. 
 
Wednesday 21 February 
 
Huddersfield Military History Society: Medical Collective Training for the 21st Century 
Speaker: Lt Col Richard Chadwick, 7.30pm, Huddersfield Town Hall 
 
 
Thursday 22 February 
 
Abbey House Museum: A Woman’s Place, History Study Days – World War One Nurses 
Speaker: Lucy Moore, Project Curator, 11am-3pm. Learn more about nursing life in WW1, from 
frontline evacuation to convalescence in local country houses. Abbey Walk, Leeds LS5 3EH. (£10 
per person, which includes lunch in the café) 
 
 
Saturday 24 – Sunday 25 February 
 
Colne Valley Museum: Havercakes 
Make Havercakes (oatcakes) in a Victorian Kitchen and take a step back in time. Cliffe Ash, 
Golcar, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire HD7 4PY, 1pm-4pm. 
 
 
Monday 26 February 
 
Our monthly talk: Stanley Royd: West Yorkshire Asylum 
Speaker: David Scrimgeour, 7.30pm, Bronte Lecture Theatres – BLG/05, University of 
Huddersfield. All welcome, non-members £2 
 
 
Whilst every effort has been made to check the accuracy of the information included in these listings, it is up 
to members themselves to check that the event is happening and that any arrangements have not been 
changed. 
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Celebrating Civic Life: Huddersfield 150 
 
David Griffiths writes: 
 
Huddersfield was incorporated as a Municipal Borough in 1868, so 2018 would have 
seen it celebrating its 150th anniversary, had it not been absorbed into Kirklees in 
1974. Incorporation in 1868 was late for a fast-growing industrial town – 20 years or 
so after Halifax, Wakefield and Oldham, for example – but Huddersfield went on to 
score a number of municipal ‘firsts’. Council housing was built from 1880 under the 
Artisans’ Dwellings Act of 1875, for example, 20 years before the London estate 
often described as the first, and the country’s first publicly-operated tram service 
opened in 1883. The papers from our annual study day in 2017 – ‘Making up for lost 
time: The pioneering years of Huddersfield Corporation’ – will be gathered into a 
publication later this year.    
 
At our suggestion, several partners are now working together on ‘Huddersfield 150’ 
events. These include Libraries, Museums, Town Halls and Democratic Services 
from the Council, West Yorkshire Archives and Heritage Quay.  Emerging plans 
include an exhibition, re-enactments, work with schools, town hall tours and a 
guided walk in the Discover Huddersfield programme.  Events will be linked to key 
‘birthdays’ like the granting of the Borough Charter (7 July) and first Council meeting 
(7 September) – the latter conveniently coinciding with the first of 2018’s two 
Heritage Open Days weekends. Watch this space for further details! 
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Vote 100… 
 
As members will know, in February we will be marking the centenary of the passing of the 1918 
Representation of the People Act which extended the vote to all men and some women. If, like 
me, you are a bit confused as to who these women were, then the following extract from the Vote 
100 UK website may help: ‘In addition to being over the age of 30, women also had to meet a 
property qualification. They had to be head women of a household and occupy property to the 
value of £5 or more. This meant 22% of women over 30 could still not vote’. This year (2 July) is 
also the 90th anniversary of the 1928 Equal Franchise Act which gave all UK women over 21 the 
right to vote. 
 
The Vote 100 UK website (https://www.vote100.uk/) is well worth checking out. Not only does it 
include background information and details of events (although as yet none of these are near 
here) but even links to a free online course ‘Beyond the Ballot’ which sets out to explore the 
history of women’s rights and suffrage. 
 
Many members will know Dr Jill Liddington either from hearing her speak to the Society on a 
number of occasions or from taking part in one of her very popular Discover Huddersfield walks. 
Her website (http://www.jliddington.org.uk/index.html) explains why 2018 is such a significant year 
and why she will be celebrating on 6 February. But she also includes a very useful list of Vote 100 
events, including a Discover Huddersfield walk later in the year.  
 
Kirklees Museums and Galleries are also planning a Vote 100 exhibition for the summer to include 
Florence Lockwood’s treasured banner (below), costumes and other displays. Meanwhile, an 
exhibition – A Woman’s Place – has opened at Abbey House Museum in Leeds 
(http://www.leeds.gov.uk/museumsandgalleries/Pages/A-Woman%27s-Place.aspx). Meanwhile 
Manchester City Art Gallery is offering a rare opportunity to see paintings and pastels by Sylvia 
Pankhurst (http://manchesterartgallery.org/exhibitions-and-events/exhibition/sylvia-pankhurst/). 
And there is more about Sylvia in Mikron’s new show, Revolting Women, which premieres at the 
LBT on 26 May (for more details and other local venues go to 
http://www.mikron.org.uk/shows?details=revolting-women). 
 
This year’s Heritage Open Days will also be celebrating Extraordinary Women and, last but not 
least, Vote 100 will be explored in our Society’s 2018 Study Day. Once again, please watch this 
space! 
 

 

Florence Lockwood’s banner will 
be on display at the Tolson 
Museum in this year’s Vote 100 
exhibition 
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This month our ‘work experience’ student Hannah Cornall-Ayland has helped 
to put this newsletter together but she has also been out and about in 
Huddersfield. Here she explains why, for her, Huddersfield Parish Church is a 
very special building.  
 
St Peter’s Parish Church, Huddersfield.  
 
Hannah Cornall-Ayland 
 
 
 

St Peter’s Parish Church in the centre of Huddersfield 
town originally dates from the 11th century, and the 
church has been rebuilt twice, once in the 16th century, 
and again in the 1830s. Stories suggest that Walter de 
Lacy decided to build the church after being thrown 
from his horse into a marshy swamp.  
 
Due to Huddersfield’s rapid expansion in the early 19th 

century thanks to the industrial revolution, the parish church became too small to 
serve the whole community. Holy Trinity Church was opened in 1819 as a chapel of 
ease, becoming a Parish Church in its own right in 1857. Urgent repairs facilitated 
the rebuilding of St Peter’s in the 1830s, which stands as today’s current building. 
To reduce costs during construction, bricks from the old church were reused.  
 
Over the next two centuries various internal elements 
have been added, including new pews and a pulpit in 
1873, and an organ in 1903. A baldachin and east 
window, designed by Ninian Comper, were installed 
in the 1920s as part of a war memorial. The Festival 
of Bells, marking the 100th anniversary of the 
rededication of the tower clock and church bells took 
place in February 2010. One of the church’s most 
prominent recent vicars was Rev Catherine Ogle, 
who is now the Very Rev Catherine Ogle, Dean of Birmingham, and one of only 
three women to have become a Dean in the Church of England. 
 
St Peter’s has become my new church away from home, and this beautiful building 
has a special feel to it. I have been made to feel very welcome by all the 
congregation and look forward to the next few years here.  
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Around the district… 
 
Brockholes Village Trust 
 

 
Harry Bray’s Holme Valley Photographic Archive 
An illustrated talk on Holmfirth’s pioneer photographer, Harry Bray, will be given by his 
granddaughter Helen Bray at Brockholes Village Hall on Thursday 25 January at 7.30pm 
(entrance charge £5). Harry’s archive has been painstakingly restored by Helen and the 
photographs reflect the social history, events and personalities of the inter-war years in the Holme 
Valley. 
 
More dates for your diary 
 
Although he came from Middleton and practised in Manchester, the architect Edgar Wood had 
strong Huddersfield connections. His life and work are explored in a new film which will be shown 
at Lindley Methodist Church on 8 March and entry is free. 
 

 
 
Go to https://edgarwoodinyorkshire.weebly.com/ for further details. 
 
British Association for Local History 
This year the Association’s Local History Day will take place in York on 2 June and 
will focus on research resources at the National Railway Museum and the English 
Parish Church (Past, Present and Future). For full details, including ticket prices, go 
to http://www.balh.org.uk/events/local-history-day-2018. 
 
 
 
Huddersfield Local History Society is not responsible for the content of any external websites. 


