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HLHS Members Newsletter 

April 2021 

huddersfieldhistory.org.uk 

email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk 
 

 

We would like to hear from you! Please send any news, details of events 

 and books, requests for information and comments that you think may be 

of interest to other Huddersfield Local History Society members to 

publications@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk  

 
Wormald Hall (Almondbury) by Rev. William Foxley Norris. 

 
 

  

Welcome to our April 2021 newsletter. In this month’s edition, you’ll find details 

of upcoming events and recent news. We hope you enjoy it. 

David Griffiths and Dave Pattern 

https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/
mailto:email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
mailto:publications@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
https://huddersfield.exposed/archive/items/show/4067
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Our April Talk 

The Luddite Memorial Lecture 

We continue our programme of online talks with: 

26 April 2021 

Radicalism in the West Riding 1790 to 1890 

Online presentation by Professor Edward Royle 

This year's Luddite Lecture will look broadly at some of the 

varieties of radicalism to be found in the West Riding during 

the century following the French Revolution. This will include 

mention of some of the familiar themes of the Luddite years in 

Huddersfield but will concentrate on the later years, tracing 

continuities from the 1830s and 1840s through the mid-

century years to the 1880s and 1890s. The lecture will look at 

some of the social and religious radicalisms that emerged 

during the century, ranging from the mainstream to the exotic, 

and will introduce some of the more colourful characters who 

challenged the orthodoxies of Victorian Britain. 

The talk will be available from our website on and after 26 April 

or, if you have a ‘smart TV’ that can access videos on YouTube, 

you can find all our talks by searching for Huddersfield Local 

History Society or hlhs2020  

You may also wish to subscribe to our new YouTube channel 

where you can find this season’s previous talks. 

Your queries answered 

Presenting our talks on-line prevents those attending from 

putting questions to the speakers. We invite you to submit 

questions after the Luddite lecture – we’ll then put these to the 

speaker and publish answers of general interest in the next 

newsletter.  Please direct them to  

email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk 
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Shears Inn saved (for now?) 

We were approached recently by our friends at the Spen Valley Historical Society, 

drawing our attention to a renewed planning application to demolish the historic 

Shears Inn at Liversedge.  We were asked to support their campaign, with Spen Valley 

Civic Society, to save the building and were pleased to do so. 

Built in 1773, the Shears is best known as a meeting place for Luddites during their 

campaign of resistance to the mechanisation of cropping of cloth in 1812.  It closed as 

a pub some years ago and the owner wished to replace it with four houses.   

Faced with hundreds of objections, on 12 April the Planning Committee for the area 

unanimously rejected the application, and hope that the owner will return with a 

scheme that retains the building.  Since the meeting, however, he has said he plans to 

appeal the decision, although another businessman has expressed interest in buying 

and re-opening it. 

 

Photograph courtesy of Beverley Norris 

The Society’s best-selling book on the Luddite uprising and its wider political context, 

Liberty or Death: Radicals, Republicans and Luddites, 1793-1823, by Alan Brooke 

and Lesley Kipling, is available here.  See also Alan Brooke’s book review below. 

  

https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/
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New website celebrates J P Pritchett 

The York architect James Pigott Pritchett, best known in Huddersfield for the Railway 

Station, Lion Chambers across St George’s Square and the rebuild of the Parish 

Church, is celebrated in a new website, www.jppritchett.org.uk 

Created by Graham White and Rob Andrews, it is a work in progress and contributions 

are invited via the website. 

BALH online events 

The British Association for Local History continues to offer a wide range of online 

events.  Their next Local History Hour lecture is:   

29 April at 7.0 - Women’s Lives in Early Modern Documents with Dr Imogene 

Dudley and Dr Sarah-Jayne Ainsworth in conversation, sharing advice and examples 

from their own research on wills and account books to explore what they reveal about 

women’s lives. 

Details of this and other events can be found at on the BALH website and, as the 

Society is a corporate member of BALH, HLHS members can use discount code F-

27428X to obtain a price reduction.  

Book review – Yorkshire Rebel 

by Alan Brooke 

 The first limited edition of Ron Riley’s Yorkshire 

Rebel appeared in 2013, the year of the 50th 

Anniversary of E P Thompson’s seminal Making of 

the English Working Class, in which he set out to 

rescue early working-class radicals from ‘the 

condescension of posterity’. The present revised, 

updated and new format edition was launched in 

2020 to mark the bicentenary of the Yorkshire 

Radical uprising, which followed the Peterloo 

massacre in 1819 and is the central theme of the 

book.  Ron Riley’s work is therefore very timely as 

he sets out to rescue one of those revolutionaries, 

not only from condescension but also from 

obscurity, vividly locating him in that time of 

profound economic, social and political changes 

which have become subsumed under the title of the 

Industrial Revolution.  

http://www.jppritchett.org.uk/
https://www.balh.org.uk/events
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The picture Ron Riley paints is in stark contrast to the Jane Austen view of the 

period.  He describes the trials and tribulations of working-class life and work in 

careful detail, reconstructing conditions in the West Riding communities which 

shaped Lindley’s view of the world.  The reader can almost feel the heat of the nail-

makers workshop where Lindley learned his trade. The wider backdrop of 

movements and ideas is also clearly described, bringing to life the political ferment 

which influenced Lindley’s ideas and set him and hundreds of others on a course of 

action which could have proved fatal.   

Although we have no record of Lindley’s personal thoughts, the milieu in which he 

circulated gives us some idea of what his concerns and ideals must have been.  Ron 

Riley again depicts this with precision – the mounting anticipation of the insurrection, 

the disillusionment of defeat and the anxiety of the treason trials.  Ron Riley also 

follows Lindley on the convict ship and into exile in Van Diemen’s Land, showing that 

he was no ordinary convict, but a man with some standing and respect both in the 

community he left and, as his early return home testifies, the one he was transported 

to. 

The immense changes during Lindley’s remaining lifetime are also brought into the 

picture.  Yorkshire Rebel is not merely the story of one man, but an account of the 

working class in the West Riding as a whole.  Ron Riley has not been content to rest 

with John Lindley as a small twig on a family tree.  He has generated not only a rich 

foliage and colourful blossoms but also described the ecology in which John Lindley 

and other working-class radicals flourished.  His book is an important contribution to 

our working-class heritage and a valuable reminder of the struggles for freedom 

which still have a resonance today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******************** 

The book, priced at £19.95, can be purchased from its publisher, Blue Poppy Publishing 

or other booksellers.  This review also appears on Alan’s extensive and informative 

Underground Histories website. 

 

  

https://bluepoppypublishing.co.uk/
https://undergroundhistories.wordpress.com/
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Welcome to Huddersfield 

by Brian Haigh 

 

Citizens of the European Union, European Economic Area and Switzerland living in 

the UK are currently being advised to apply for settled status by 30th June. After that 

date they will be treated in the same way as illegal immigrants. They will be unable to 

access schools, health and social services, and benefits. Many have already applied, 

but an unknown number have still to apply. Some of those who have lived here for 

many years, who have become part of their communities, do not realise that this 

requirement applies to them. 

Things were very different in the 19th century when European nationals were 

welcomed into the country. Huddersfield became home to a number of individuals 

and families who came from Germany, Austria, Russia and other eastern European 

countries. 

I have already written about Christian Bernin who came from Wurtemburg and 

established a dynasty of pork butchers (HLHS Newsletter, February 2021) but there 

were others who came and played a significant role in the town. 

Most notable of these was John Frederic Schwann 

(1799-1882) who arrived from Germany in 1828 to 

take over the business established by his younger 

brother Sigismund, who had died in an accident 

when his horse took fright and bolted near Edgerton 

toll-bar. Frederic, as he was known, already worked 

in the business, making trade contacts in Europe, 

but on his arrival in Huddersfield, he had to quickly 

learn about the organisation of the textile industry 

and renew contacts with local manufacturers and 

suppliers. Learning English at the same time, he was 

soon established as a cloth merchant and exporter, a role vital to the success of the 

local textile industry. 

With four young men who worked in his warehouse, he played a decisive role in the 

establishment of the Young Men’s Mental Improvement Society in 1841. Frederic 

became the treasurer and was active in promoting the education of the working 

classes. His wife, Henrietta, was instrumental in setting up the Female Educational 

Institute five years later. These were later to become the Mechanics’ Institute, the 

forerunner of today’s University, where Schwann is celebrated in the Central Services 

Building which now bears his name. His youngest son was a notable businessman and 

Liberal politician and was honoured with a baronetcy in 1906. The current baronet, a 

stockbroker, lives in Wimbledon. 

Photograph of John Frederic Schwann, University of 
Huddersfield Archives at Heritage Quay (HUD). 

https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/2021/02/19/february-2021-newsletter/


page 7 
 

Frederic Schwann became a British citizen by means of a private Act of Parliament, as 

did some of his fellow countrymen.  Others did not bother – there was no compulsion 

to do so – but established themselves as members of the community. 

One such man was Emil Vieler who was born in 

Westphalia in 1851 and came to England with his family 

who were merchants. They settled in Bradford which had 

a significant German population. An area made up of 

former offices and warehouses is still called ‘Little 

Germany’. Three of his sons developed careers in the local 

woollen industry but Emil and his brother chose different 

paths After serving their apprenticeships with 

photographer Albert Sachs, another migrant, who had 

been born in Berlin, Emil set up a photographic studio at 

the corner of King Street and Zetland Street, Huddersfield 

in 1875 whilst his brother moved to Eastbourne. In 1892, 

Emil joined his brother in Bexhill on Sea where he opened 

a photographic studio. He died in 1912 when the local 

newspaper described him as ‘one of the town’s oldest 

tradesmen and most respected residents.’ 

Another photographer, Henry Krüger (1851-1942), probably was born in Posen, 

Prussia. After living in Liverpool and Manchester, the family moved to Huddersfield 

where, with two of his two sons, Henry 

established a photographic business. They 

had a studio in Northumberland Street and 

later one in Queen Street and another in 

Slaithwaite. Henry was a prominent 

member of the local Jewish community and 

became president of the Albion Street 

synagogue. Perhaps feeling uncomfortable 

when war broke out in 1914, they moved to 

America. Henry died in Chicago in 1942. 

Another member of the Jewish community, Mark Freedman (1872-1942), a tailor, 

arrived from an area now in Lithuania, then part of Russia, in about 1900, He was to 

play a significant role in establishing cinema in Huddersfield. His first cinema, the 

Olympia (later to become the Majestic) in Viaduct Street was converted from a former 

toffee factory. This was followed by the Picture House in Ramsden Street, the town’s 

first purpose-built cinema, in 1912 and the Empire in John William Street in 1915.  

  

https://huddersfield.exposed/archive/items/show/1516
https://huddersfield.exposed/archive/items/show/1643
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Freedman gave up his role as manager of the 

Empire to convert a warehouse in 

Northumberland Street. The Princess cinema 

and café dansant opened in 1923. But he had 

overreached himself and in the following 

year, the company went into voluntary 

liquidation. He moved to Bradford before 

returning to Huddersfield in the 1930s when 

he took over the Savoy in Marsh. His story is 

told in the society’s Journal (Number 26 for 

2015/2016) by Anne Brook, who also tells the 

story of Huddersfield’s Jewish community (Number 25 for 2014/2015), which in the 

1890s included many who had fled the pogroms in Russia. 

George David Nestle (born 1829) came to Huddersfield in 1845 where he was in 

business as a Bohemian Glass and China dealer. He took British citizenship in 1851. 

His younger brother, Christian Nestle (1844-1911) was born in Freudenstadt in 

Wurtemburg. He was naturalised in 1872 and in 1875 married Agnes Elizabeth, 

daughter of Joseph Wood, described as a cloth drawer in 1861. By 1864 he had taken 

over Hoyle’s Glass & China Warehouse at 20 King Street, where he began to sell optical 

apparatus. With his partner Joseph Hirst they made top of the range cabinet 

stereoscopes now highly-prized and held in the collections of major museums. Their 

design was patented in 1872.  The Woods lived in Birkby where, after the premature 

death of Agnes, Christian moved with their children. They later made their home in 

London, as did George David who carried on his business in Cheapside.  

Nestle means small bird’s nest. This became the trademark of their brother, Heinrich, 

who was born in Frankfurt in 1814, and whose partnership with French chocolatier 

Daniel Peter became the basis of today’s major global brand. 

  

https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/archive/journal-26/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/archive/journal-26/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/archive/journal-25/
https://huddersfield.exposed/archive/items/show/2456
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Multiview postcard, posted in December 1905 to Miss P. Haigh of Batley Street, Moldgreen 
Courtesy of Huddersfield Exposed 

https://huddersfield.exposed/gallery/item/3845

