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HLHS Members Newsletter 

April 2022 

huddersfieldhistory.org.uk 

email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk 
 

 

We would like to hear from you! Please send any news, details of events 

 and books, requests for information and comments that you think may be 

of interest to other Huddersfield Local History Society members to 

publications@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk  

 
photo postcard of the Easter Monday (1907) moor fire in the Wessenden Valley  

 

  

Welcome to our April 2022 newsletter – out earlier than usual to allow you to 

book for the Luddite Memorial Lecture on 25 April.  The next newsletter will 

appear towards the end of May. 

David Griffiths and Dave Pattern 

https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/
mailto:email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
mailto:publications@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
https://huddersfield.exposed/archive/item/1735
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 Luddite Memorial Lecture, 2022 

‘Rise Now From Your Slumber’: 

Peterloo, Song and Protest 

The 2022 HLHS/University of Huddersfield Luddite lecture will 

be given by Dr Alison Morgan on Monday 25 April at 7.30 pm 

in the University’s Bronte Lecture Theatres (building ”03” on 

this PDF map of the campus).  Although the hall is spacious, 

advanced registration is required.  

Please book your free ticket using Eventbrite. 

The power of song has long 

been used to give voice to 

social and political concerns. 

Dr Alison Morgan from the 

University of Warwick will 

explore a range of songs from 

Luddism to Chartism and 

consider how these were 

performed and received.  Her 

book, Ballads and Songs of Peterloo is the first to gather more 

than 70 contemporary songs and poems about the massacre in 

a single collection. 

Dr Morgan, Senior Teaching Fellow at the University of 

Warwick’s Centre for Teacher Education, searched online and 

physical archives to bring the poems back to light after being 

inspired by Romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley’s famously 

passionate response to the massacre, ‘The Masque of Anarchy’ 

– a poem so radical it remained unpublished until after his 

death. 

She says: ‘Through these poems and ballads we hear the 

authentic voice of the people. They were written very quickly, 

in the immediate aftermath of Peterloo, and they capture a real 

sense of outrage, of grief – and of revolutionary zeal for change.’ 

This is the eighth in a series of annual lectures initiated after the 

bicentenary in 2012 of the Luddite uprising.  In an article below 

Alan Brooke, co-author with the late Lesley Kipling of our book 

Liberty or Death: Radicals, Republicans and Luddites, 1793-

1823, looks back at ten years of Luddite studies since then. 
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https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/HuddersfieldUniCampusMap.pdf
https://luddite2022.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/
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May and June Meetings – Change of Venue 

The meetings announced in the last newsletter and by letter to members will now 

take place at Huddersfield Town Hall, not at the University.  They are: 

• Monday 30 May: Celebrating 100 Years of the Tolson Memorial Museum, the 

museum of Huddersfield – Ann Denham 

• Monday 27 June:  Walking round Wooldale – Glimpses into the history of a Holme 

Valley village – Pam Cooksey and Judith Barden 

With the demolition of the Market multi-storey car park, the Civic Centre car park in 

Albion St should be the best bet for free evening car parking. 

WYAS Open Days, 12/13 May 

House history exhibition, book sale 

and family history advice 

West Yorkshire Archive Service, in their temporary home at Unit 1 on the Piazza (the 

corner unit between the Library and the Town Hall), are holding two open days on 

Thursday and Friday, 12 & 13 May in which we’re taking part. 

WYAS are launching a new exhibition, Your Home’s History.  This display of original 

archives will guide you through researching the history of your home, using Kirklees’ 

archive collections. Whether it’s original architectural drawings or the remarkable 

stories of former residents, there’s something to discover about every type of home. 

You’re invited to join them to explore the fascinating archives on display and get 

started uncovering the history of your own home. 

HLHS has recently received three large donations of second-hand local history 

books and booklets, and we will have these on sale during the open days, together 

with our own new book, Colne Valley: A History of a Pennine Landscape and other 

titles.  On both afternoons, we will also be inviting visitors to leave their memories 

of St George’s Square for our Our Square project. 

 Huddersfield & District Family History will also be present to offer family history 

research advice and the opportunity to do quick searches of Ancestry and 

Findmypast.  They will also have a range of local history books and booklets available 

to buy, to assist in exploring the places where visitors’ ancestors lived and worked. 

Opening hours will be 10–12am, 1–4pm and we hope many members will be able to 

pay a visit. 

 

  

https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/
https://oursquare.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/
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Valedictory Lecture by Professor Keith Laybourn 

‘The politics of working-class gambling in Britain between c1900 and the 

1960s: Democracy, tolerance, the chadbards and sabbatarians, rational 

recreation and the battle for citizenship’ 

Keith Laybourn, Professor Emeritus at the University and a good friend of the Society, 

will give his valedictory lecture on Wednesday 25 May, 5-7pm, in the Diamond Jubilee 

Lecture Theatre, University of Huddersfield. 

Prof Laybourn will identify a long-standing middle-class desire to promote ‘rational 

recreation’ and to restrict gambling and gaming amongst the working classes. The 

hostility towards working-class gambling does not appear to have dissipated until the 

1950s or early 1960s.  It was only at this stage that there was a more general 

acceptance that working-class gambling was essentially ‘a bit of a flutter’, and not 

damaging the social, economic and political fabric of the nation. The Betting and 

Gaming Act of 1960 was the beginning of the process of providing the working class 

with broader economic and social citizenship, evening up the gambling and sporting 

rights of the working class and the middle class. 
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New Local History Resources 

The latest YouTube video from the Local Studies Library is The Legend of the 

Slaithwaite Moonrakers, produced jointly by the Library and the Moonraking 

Festival.  

A new website, tenters.org, is devoted to the history, legacy and surviving remains of 

field tenters for drying cloth.  It includes a survey of tenter sites and remains in the 

woollen districts of Lancashire and the West Riding, illustrated with photos and maps, 

including a recently rediscovered 1829 painting by Thomas Beaumont of tenters at 

Steps Mill, near Honley.  

Historic England have released a new Aerial Photography Explorer which allows 

users to search and explore an online map linking to over 400,000 aerial photographs 

of England over the past 100 years. 

Luddite Bicentenary – Ten Years On 

By Alan Brooke 

It seems only yesterday that the 200th Anniversary of Luddism was commemorated 

in 2012 and the revised edition of Liberty or Death was published by HLHS. But in 

that time a lot has happened affecting ‘Luddite Studies’ in 

both negative and positive ways.  

On the negative side, the main event must be the death of the 

co-author of Liberty or Death, Lesley Kipling, on 26 

September 2013. Her enthusiasm and flamboyant character 

(being described in one national magazine article as 

‘exotic’!) carried interest in the Luddites beyond historical 

circles and did much to popularise the Luddite story in our 

area and further afield. Since her death the ranks of radical 

labour historians has been further depleted with the loss of 

Malcolm Chase and John Halstead. Malcolm was one of the 

academics (along with Katrina Navickas) involved in the 

2012 Luddite commemorations, who continued to support 

the ‘Luddite Lectures’ at the University of Huddersfield, which firmly placed the 

Luddites in the context of wider working class history. On a very positive note, this 

partnership with Malcolm led to the publication of a series of complementary essays 

on local Chartism by HLHS, The Charter our Right. 

The Bicentenary and the reissue of Liberty or Death also inspired the writing of three 

novels recounting events in our area in 1812.  These have been described in the HLHS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eiATSAPjiHI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eiATSAPjiHI
https://www.tenters.org/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/collections/aerial-photos/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/
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Journal [No. 31] and I will not repeat my observations here, other than to say that the 

long history of popular literature drawing on the Luddite story, outlined in Liberty or 

Death, still continues. I have also received inquiries from both a songwriter and the 

composer of an opera who see in the heroic tragedy of Luddism, the seemingly 

doomed fight against tremendous odds, a continued artistic and political relevance.  

On this theme Nick Crane included a quite moving and positive segment on the 

Luddites in his 2013 film on Huddersfield for his Town series, which took the story to 

a wide audience. Interest is not confined to the UK. In 2019 French documentary film 

director, Stan Neuman, spent several days in Huddersfield filming material on the 

Luddites for the first episode of his Le Temps Des Ouvriers, a history of the European 

working class. An English version of the film is now available.  

One fruitful outcome of the Bicentenary was the link established with Spen Valley 

Civic Society. Although this got off to a rocky start, with Huddersfield anarchists gate-

crashing the unveiling of the (world’s only) Luddite statue at Liversedge in a piece of 

rowdy yet good-natured street theatre, we were asked back to do a re-enactment of a 

frame-breaking at the Shears Inn. Sadly, the present landlord does not share his 

predecessor’s enthusiasm for the Luddites, and the future of the pub itself is in doubt. 

The most recent collaboration was a contact established last year with Spen Valley CS 

by a Japanese journalist from the Mainichi newspaper, who visited the area and 

interviewed Erica Amende of SVCS and myself at the site of the statue. That Japanese 

readers should be interested in Luddism was a revelation to me. The journalist was 

interested in both the Luddite heritage of the area and its relevance to today’s 

continuing struggle against the harmful impact of unfettered technology.  

These are just the highlights of the last decade.  Interest continues in Liberty or Death 

and myself and other Society members continue to receive queries about the 

Luddites. It is a subject of perennial interest and relevance to which I am pleased to 

contribute, but wish to claim no ownership. My hope for the next decade is that at all 

levels, from the academic through to local folkloric, more people will carry forward 

research and build on the lasting contribution HLHS has made to ‘Luddite Studies’.  

* * * * * 

As well as publishing Liberty or Death, HLHS marked the bicentenary with a walking 

trail, William Horsfall’s last journey: A Luddite history trail from Huddersfield to 

Milnsbridge, which is available on our website. 

  

https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/journal/
https://www.spenvalleycivicsociety.org.uk/
https://www.spenvalleycivicsociety.org.uk/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/walks/
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“Three little maids from Slawit are we” 

 

Philip Hanson has very kindly donated a number of items to the Society that belonged 

to his late parents, several of which we hope to digitise and make available online. 

Amongst them is the above photograph captioned on the reverse as “The Mikado / 

October 1949” which Philip said was from a production in Slaithwaite. 

Unfortunately, we struggled to find any mention of the production in the available 
online newspaper archives but it seems Slaithwaite once boasted at least two amateur 

operatic societies – one linked to Slaithwaite Parish Church (in existence by the 

1920s) and another linked to Carr Lane Methodist Church (which, after various name 

changes over the decades, is now The Stage Company based in Meltham). 

With a little assistance from members of the Old Slaithwaite group on Facebook, the 

photograph has been confirmed as the debut production of the Carr Lane Methodist 

Church Amateur Operatic & Dramatic Society. 

A restored version of the photograph is now available to view online. Can you put a 

name to any of the faces? If you have any old “amdram” photographs or programmes 

that you’d like to see digitised and made available online, feel free to contact Dave 

Pattern (davepattern@gmail.com) as he’s attempting to document local productions. 

http://www.thestagecompany.co.uk/
https://huddersfield.exposed/archive/item/4215
https://huddersfield.exposed/archive/tag/2289
mailto:davepattern@gmail.com
https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Category:Theatrical_productions
https://huddersfield.exposed/archive/item/4215
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Quarmby Clough Mill (revisited) 

Following the article in last month’s newsletter, I found another newspaper 

photograph of the mill floor collapse of 22 March 1922 which gives a clearer idea of 

the extent of the damage… 

 
Leeds Mercury (24 March 1922) 

The prompt actions of one of the victims, Edwin Castle, helped save several lives. 

Moments before the floor collapse, workers had felt a tremor that caused some of the 

heavy machinery to move. Realising something was wrong, Edwin shouted for 

everyone to evacuate the upper floor and several of the workers were in the relative 

safety of the stairwell at the fateful moment. Edwin was still out on the upper floor 

and his body was eventually recovered the following day. 

The Carnegie Hero Fund Trust postumously honoured Edwin for his bravery and a 

grant was made to his widow and daughter. 

Dave Pattern 

https://www.carnegiehero.org.uk/

