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HLHS Members Newsletter 

May 2022 

huddersfieldhistory.org.uk 

email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk 
 

 

We would like to hear from you! Please send any news, details of events 

 and books, requests for information and comments that you think may be 

of interest to other Huddersfield Local History Society members to 

publications@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk  

 
photo postcard of the Tolson Memorial Museum 

 

  

Welcome to our May 2022 newsletter – we hope you enjoy it.  The next 

newsletter will appear towards the end of June, before the Society’s summer 

break.   

David Griffiths and Dave Pattern 

https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/
mailto:email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
mailto:publications@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
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 May and June Talks 

We have two more talks this season, both at Huddersfield 

Town Hall at 7.30 pm. 

Monday 30 May: Celebrating 100 Years of the Tolson Memorial 

Museum, the museum of Huddersfield – Ann Denham, Friends of 

Tolson & Ravensknowle 

Monday 27 June:  Walking round Wooldale – Glimpses into the 

history of a Holme Valley village – Pam Cooksey and Judith 

Barden, Holne Valley Civic Society Local History Group 

Our 2022/23 Journal will be available for collection at the June 

meeting, or will reach you by post after that.  

With the demolition of the Market multi-storey car park, the 

Civic Centre car park in Albion Street should be the best bet for 

free evening car parking. 

No Summer Outing This Year 

We regret not being able to offer members a summer outing 

again this year.  We have tried to revive our pre-Covid plan for 

an evening visit to Halifax Minster, but unfortunately they are 

not able to offer this at present.   However, the annual Study 

Day is very much in hand for Saturday 5 November. 

‘Our Square’ Photography Competition 

The Society’s Our Square project 

continues to collect memories of all 

aspects of St George’s Square, to be 

shaped into our planned book in autumn 

2023.  We have now launched the prize 

photography competition, which is open 

for entries until 3 October 2022.  Full 

details can be found on the Our Square 

website. 

The Our Square project, including this 

competition, is a three-year project 

funded by the High Street Heritage Action Zone (HSHAZ) 

programme, a government funded scheme led by Historic 

England, supported further by Kirklees Council. 
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https://oursquare.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/photography-competition/
https://oursquare.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/photography-competition/
https://oursquare.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/photography-competition/
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Successful Book Sale 

Our second-hand book sale at WYAS on 12/13 May 

was a huge success, with takings of over £1000 – many 

thanks to members who came along.  By far the largest 

of the three donations was the collection of the late 

Brian Haigh, latterly our Vice-Chair, and in 

consultation with his family we are splitting the 

proceeds with the West Riding Kidney Patients 

Association. 

Although many books were sold, many still remain, 

and will be on sale at our Study Day and at the 

Huddersfield & District Family History Fair, which 

returns to Cathedral House on Saturday 15 October. 

Research at WYAS 

The West Yorkshire Archive Service Kirklees office will be closing to the public on 1 

July 2022 to carry out work to prepare the irreplaceable heritage collections cared for 

in Huddersfield Library for relocation to a temporary home in early 2023. Any 

researchers seeking to consult the archives in the near future are therefore 

encouraged to book an appointment with the service prior to this date. The office will 

reopen to the public in a new temporary location in Spring 2023 - full details of this 

will be announced shortly. During this period of closure the service will be offering a 

restricted remote enquiry service, limited to essential enquiries only, in order to 

minimise disruption to the essential work to protect the archive collections. For 

further information please contact kirklees@wyjs.org.uk / 0113 535 0150. 

The Yorkshire Robin Hood 

On Saturday 25 June, Huddersfield University is hosting talks on local links to Robin 

Hood, followed by a coach trip to Kirklees Priory Gatehouse and Robin Hood's Grave. 

Free tickets for the morning talks and afternoon coach trip can be booked online. 

Over the Pennines… 

There’s lots to see and do at this year’s Manchester Histories Festival, which runs 

from 8 to 12 June – full details are here. 

And while in Manchester, the People’s History Museum, always worth a visit, is a 

finalist in this year’s Art Fund Museum of the Year competition.  

mailto:kirklees@wyjs.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-yorkshire-robin-hood-talks-discussion-tickets-320833410367
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-yorkshire-robin-hood-coach-trip-tickets-337203794627
https://manchesterhistories.co.uk/our-festival/manchester-histories-festival-2022/
https://phm.org.uk/visit/
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The Luddite literary tradition: 

‘The Cropper Lads’ and George Taylor 

by Richard Hobson 

When I read Alan Brooke’s piece on the Luddite literary tradition in April’s 

Newsletter, I remembered buying a typed and stapled script of a play, ‘Enoch shall 

break them,’ in a secondhand bookshop. It was written by George Taylor of Holmfirth, 

probably in the 1960s or early ‘70s. 

 

Skimming through it recently and with Dr Alison Morgan’s Luddite Memorial Lecture 

in mind, I saw that the Luddite characters sing ‘The Cropper Lads’ at the end of Act 

One. The playwright has his characters sing the song, known to have been sung by 

Luddites, to the tune of  ‘The Grand Old Duke of York’.   

As Alison Morgan noted, writers of new songs would fit their words to well-known 

and rousing tunes. Though not the songwriter, George does the same.   
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According to the 19th century folklorist and journalist Frank 

Peel, this song was written by John Walker, who first sang it at 

a meeting of the Liversedge and Huddersfield Croppers at the 

Shears Inn in Liversedge in February 1812, just before the 

start of direct action in the area.  

Alan Brooke suggests that Peel is not a reliable source since he 

wasn’t too discerning about the authenticity of local oral 

tradition. In a recent email Alan says, ‘It is not clear how 

genuine the oral tradition is and how much is embellishment 

on the literary tradition, of which Peel is very much a part….. 

The Shears Inn episode is clearly contrived and we don't even 

have a source for “The Croppers' Song”.’  Steve Roud and Julia 

Bishop, in the Penguin Book of English Folk Songs, quote two sources that point out 

‘The Cropper Lads’ is clearly based on ‘The Gallant Poachers’, a song known in many 

parts of England at the time. 

Unlike George Taylor’s other plays, I can find no record of ‘Enoch’ being performed.  

The script isn’t dated. Taking clues from the title page, it is likely that it was submitted 

for inclusion in the Yorkshire Arts Association’s New Play Scheme at the beginning of 

the 1970s.   

George Taylor (1906-1978) was a cloth percher, an inspector in 

textile dyeing and finishing, and was very involved in local 

amateur dramatics. He was a vice-president, business manager, 

and committee member of the Holmfirth Amateur Dramatics 

Society with their headquarters in Victoria Square, over 

Bower’s Library. He was also the founder and director of the 

Holme Valley Comedy Players, and editor of The Amateur Stage. 

He wrote a number of plays, both ‘one acts’ and full length. The 

short ones were successful in drama festivals. ‘Kill or Cure’ was 

about a wife who reforms a malingering husband. ‘Bringing 

t’Chap’, a dialect play, won at Doncaster and was entered at 

Blackpool, Buxton and Halifax. ‘The Rocking Chair’ was a one act 

play for four women and was performed in Victoria Park, Holmfirth. ‘T’second time of 

asking’ was the winning entry in the North of England Community Theatre Festival 

and was broadcast. 

At the time the work of the Holme Valley Comedy Players, the Holmfirth Amateur 

Dramatic Society and the Holmfirth Youth Group was outstanding. Sir Lewis Casson, 

an eminent actor said, when putting the Holme Valley Comedy Players through to the 

British Drama League final in 1938, that they were doing for Yorkshire what the 

Abbey Theatre Players did for Ireland, and that the success in festivals of the 

Holmfirth groups had not been bettered by any other society in Yorkshire. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/p/6786
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In the 1938-39 season, George’s play, ‘Man about the House’ was the Society’s first full 

length play by a local author. It was seen by leading newspaper critics and their 

reports attracted professional managers. As a result, the play was produced at the 

Prince’s Theatre, Manchester and then toured. The play portrayed aspects of working 

class lives in the 1930s, and was mainly a protest against unemployment and the 

means test. George as a millworker had knowledge of his characters and their 

difficulties. He wrote, ‘It's a play similar to “Love on the Dole” and I claim it will do for 

Yorkshire what the play did for Lancashire.’ 

George wrote and directed another play, ‘The Sun will Rise’, performed by amateurs 

in Holmfirth in 1964. World War Two had prevented James Mason from producing it 

professionally in London. The Huddersfield-born film star wrote to the author, ‘I 

congratulate you on a fine piece of work. There is such a crying demand for the 

message it contains, it’s a plea for tolerance.’ The hero was a conscientious objector. 

The play was set in the West Riding of 1940, and the scene, a living room of a 

comfortably-off working class family of the type George Taylor would have known.  

Interestingly, George wasn’t the only committee member of the Holmfirth Amateur 

Dramatics Society to write a play involving Luddites. Wylbert Kemp’s play ‘Smoke in 

the Valley’ was put on at the Huddersfield Royal Theatre in 1949 and again in 1957.  

George Taylor was a sincere writer, able to draw on local character types and on 

historical events. Including one song of the period in his Luddite drama was one of the 

ways he established authenticity. 

* * * * * 

During her lecture, Dr Morgan referred to the website Our Subversive Voice: The 

history and politics of the English protest song. This can be found at 

https://oursubversivevoice.com  

https://oursubversivevoice.com/
https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Holmfirth_Amateur_Dramatic_Society:_21_Years_(1950)#page/n11/mode/2up
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The Tolson Half Models 

Whilst browsing for historic newspaper articles about the Tolson Memorial Museum, 

which was officially opened by Legh Tolson on the afternoon of Saturday 27 May 

1922, I came across this fascinating photograph from the Daily Mirror (10 Dec 1925): 

 

The Leeds Mercury (28 Jan 1926) provided further details of the “half model” exhibits: 

For the benefit of meat and agriculture class Students, a process of preparing domestic 

animals, so that the external form and the skeleton can be seen in proper relationship, 

has been adopted at the Tolson Memorial Museum, Ravensknowle, Huddersfield. 

The process, which is known to taxidermists as the “half model” process, has never 

been adopted systematically in any other museum in the British Isles. 

The animals have been prepared by Dr. T. W. Woodhead (head of the Biological 

Department of the Huddersfield Technical College) and Professor Wooldridge (of the 

Veterinary College, Camden Town), on the recommendation of the Yorkshire Council 

for Agricultural Education, the staff of the Agricultural Department of the University 

of Leeds, the National Farmers’ Union, representatives of the Meat Trades, and Mr. J. 

McKenna (veterinary officer to the Huddersfield Corporation). 

Nearly 100 years later, the half models are still a popular exhibit with many around 

the world following the exploits of the @TolsonHalf_Pig on Twitter. 

To celebrate the centenary of the Tolson, the museum’s series of Handbooks are being 

made freely available to read online or download as PDFs. 

https://twitter.com/TolsonHalf_Pig
https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Tolson_Memorial_Museum_Handbooks

