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HLHS Members Newsletter  

April 2023 

huddersfieldhistory.org.uk 

email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk 

facebook.com/HuddsLocalHist 
 

 

We would like to hear from you! Please send any news, details of events 

 and books, requests for information and comments that you think may be 

of interest to other Huddersfield Local History Society members to 

publications@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk  

 
 

Armed radicals, the front rank supplied with Maceroni's 'Foot Lance equipment', 

routing the Life Guards, in a fantasy of Reform Bill period civil war, 

from Francis Maceroni, Defensive Instructions for the People, (1831) 

-- courtesy of Professor Nick Mansfield 

 
 

  

Welcome to our April newsletter. The next newsletter will appear in mid-May.  

David Griffiths and Dave Pattern 

https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/
https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/
mailto:email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/HuddsLocalHist
mailto:publications@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
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 Our next talk 

The Luddite Memorial Lecture 

Both sides of the barricade: soldiers and ex-servicemen in 

early nineteenth century popular politics. 

Our 2023 Luddite Lecture will be given by Professor Nick 

Mansfield on Monday 24 April at 7.30 pm in our new ‘home’, 

Room OA4/01, Oastler Building, University of Huddersfield. It is 

open to the public, with free admission. 

Britain's generation long conflict with revolutionary France saw 

an unprecedented mass mobilisation which swept large numbers 

of the new working class into the military. At the same time the 

country was convulsed both by industrial revolution and working 

class demands for democracy and higher wages. Turbulence 

continued after Waterloo, with the army, though tasked to 

maintain the status quo, including in its ranks many sympathisers 

with political radicalism. In addition, during the Luddite and 

Peterloo periods many radical activists were ex-servicemen of the 

Napoleonic Wars. The Lecture will highlight many of these 

'military radicals' and outline how the conflict played out in the 

next few decades. 

Nick Mansfield is Professor of History at UCLan in Preston. He is 

the author of a two volume labour history of nineteenth century 

rank and file soldiers and his latest book (with Martin Wright) is 

Made by Labour - A Visual and Material History of British Labour, 

1780-1926 (University of Wales). He writes: ‘I first got interested 

in the topic 50 years ago when I was studying early Nineteenth 

century labour history with Iori Prothero at Manchester 

University. I was struck with how many radical leaders of the 

period had ex-service backgrounds: Wilkes, Paine, Cobbett, 

Cartwright, Cochrane, Hunt and Bamford. Subsequent research 

confirmed this trend at the activist level. So I embarked on a long 

quest to chronicle the forgotten history of radicalism displayed by 

ex-servicemen and serving soldiers in the Nineteenth century.’ 

Oastler is the building overlooking Shorehead roundabout. Blue badge 

car parking is available on the campus. The University also has car parks 

at Queen St South and Firth St, but nearer than either of these is the car 

park of Sainsbury’s, Shorehead, which offers up to two hours’ free parking 

without any entry control or requirement to purchase. The Civic Centre 

car park, and on-street parking in the town centre, are also free after 6 
pm (but Kingsgate shopping centre car park is closed). 
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Summer visit to Woodsome Hall 

For the first time since Covid, the members’ summer outing is back!  We are offering 

members two opportunities to tour historic Woodsome Hall, on Monday 26 June (6 

pm) and Sunday 23 July (2.0 pm).  Members will receive full details and booking form 

with the 2023/24 Journal, which will be distributed at our May meeting (22 May) or 

by post in the following week. 

Discover Huddersfield walks 

The same mailing will include the printed programme for this season’s programme of 

Discover Huddersfield walks.  The first three are: 

• Sunday 30 April - Georgian Huddersfield. 

• Sunday 14 May – Modernism Walk. 

• Sunday 4 June – European Exiles Communities Walk. 

As always, places MUST BE PREBOOKED on Eventbrite using the 

link  www.bit.ly/42gClji and walks now cost £4.50.  Bookings for each walk open two 

weeks beforehand. 

Forthcoming local talks 

Three more dates for your diary: 

• Thursday 11 May – History of Lindley Mechanics Institute, at Lindley 

Library (the very place!) – 6.30 for 7.0. 

• Monday 22 May (our own next talk) - The Curate and the King’s Coin : a 

presentation by John Cross – 7.30 at the Oastler Building, University. 

• Wednesday 24 May - ‘The best house in Britain? Any house by Peter 

Womersley’ – 7.0 at New North Road Baptist Church.  Booking required via 

Eventbrite.  

The George and Estate Buildings investigated 

Work continues apace on our planned autumn book celebrating St George’s Square, 

as part of the Huddersfield High St Heritage Action Zone cultural programme.  The 

history of the Square will be the theme of our annual History Day on Saturday 4 

November (save the date!).  Meanwhile members may be interested to read an 

appraisal of the two key buildings of the HAZ, recently published by Historic England, 

which can be found here. 

  

http://www.bit.ly/42gClji
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/peter-womersley-1923-1993-architect-talk-the-best-house-in-britain-tickets-593311940987
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/peter-womersley-1923-1993-architect-talk-the-best-house-in-britain-tickets-593311940987
https://historicengland.org.uk/whats-new/research/victorian-development-by-the-ramsden-estate-in-the-huddersfield-high-street-heritage-action-zone/
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WY Archives reopening soon: an announcement 

‘We are pleased to announce that the WYAS Kirklees office will be reopening to the 

public in Victoria Lane, Huddersfield in mid-May 2023. Over the coming weeks our 

team will be carefully managing the move of thousands of boxes of archives into our 

new home. Unfortunately during this time we will be unable to respond to enquiries 

or provide any access to the archive collections, including urgent legal enquiries, until 

the service reopens to the public in May. We apologise for any inconvenience this may 

cause. We will make an announcement in the coming weeks to let you know how and 

when you will be able to make an appointment to view the archive collections when 

we reopen. Thank you for your understanding.’ 

Music exhibitions at Heritage Quay 

Following the current brass bands exhibition, which ends on 22 April, Heritage Quay 

(the University Archive) continues to feature different aspects of local musical 

heritage throughout the Kirklees Year of Music.  Next up, from 29 April to 10 June is 

The Bhangra Lexicon.  More details of the programme are here. 

A quarry query (and a ‘roundabout’ too) 

We have received the following query from Bob Monkhouse: can anybody help?  

‘I have been walking in the quarry at Dalton Bank for over 50 years and I have often 

wondered how old the quarry is.  Is there anyone in the Society who could help? Also, 

overlooking Kirkheaton there is a hill locally referred to as 'The Roundabout'. On the hill 

there are what look like 3 bomb craters and 3 small gravestones/memorial stones. I was 

told as a child that during the last war there was an anti-aircraft battery on the hill 

protecting ICI; several German bombs missed the chemical works but hit the ack-ack 

battery killing 3 of the crew. I don't know if this is myth or truth and would like to know 

the real story. I remember the local vicar holding services up there every year in the 

sixties so I believe there must be some truth in it.’ 

If you have the answers, please respond via Dave Pattern (d.c.pattern@hud.ac.uk). 

Dave notes:  

The craters that Bob mentions could be scars in the landscape left by 19th century 

quarries on the western flank of Roundabout. On Facebook, there was a 

suggestion that the stones might be relocated township boundary stones, perhaps 

some of the ones shown on early O.S. maps that once stood to the southeast of 

Roundabout.  

  

https://heritagequay.org/2023/01/music-at-heritage-quay/
mailto:d.c.pattern@hud.ac.uk
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The Surprising Miss Siddon 

A new history title from Honley Civic Society 

 

May 2023 will see the centenary of the death of one of the most prominent citizens of 

Honley. Her name deserves to be as well known today as it was 100 years ago. 

Emily Frances Siddon was the grand-daughter of John Jessop of Honley. Born in 1844 

at Pleasley, near Mansfield, she was the youngest child of Samuel and Sarah Siddon. 

When both her parents died before she was 21, she came to live at Honley House with 

her uncle, George Jessop and his adult three sons, remaining there for the rest of her 

life. It was to become a life dedicated to serving others less fortunate than herself. 

Miss Siddon built up a reputation as patron of many organisations and events, but 

more significantly as a Local Guardian, responsible for the poor of this part of the West 

Riding, eventually becoming the first female chairman of the Board of Guardians and 

a JP.  With a passionate interest in women’s’ suffrage and in the conditions of pauper 

children, she was a significant figure in both town and village life at the beginning of 

the 20th Century.  She was awarded the OBE at the end of the 1914-18 war for her 

services with the Soldiers and Sailors Families Association. 

Her interests spread over many causes and are told in the latest book from Honley 

Civic Society.  The A5-sized book, priced at £10.00 and with 66 pages, outlines her life, 

family and friendships as well as her many good deeds. With over 40 pictures, the 

book brings to life the generosity she showed to her adopted home in the Holme 

Valley.  It will be launched at Honley Library on Thursday 11 May at 7.0 pm and 

available at Zebra and Holme Valley News in Honley and READ bookshop in Holmfirth 

thereafter.  
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New light on the place-name Fixby 

By David Shore 

The Place-names of the West Riding of Yorkshire, by A.H.Smith, has the following entry: 

‘FIXBY.  Recorded in the Domesday Book, 1086, as Fechesbi, and interpreted by 

Smith as‘Fech’s farmstead’. The personal name Fech is from the Old Irish name 

of Fiach or Fiacc.’ (1) 

This personal name also occurs in the place-name FEIZOR in Lawkland township in 

Clapham parish, first recorded in the 12th century as Fegesargh, and interpreted by 

Smith as ‘Fech’s shieling'. The name occurs independently in Domesday Book as Fech 

and Feg, the names of pre-Conquest landowners, one in the adjacent township of 

Giggleswick and the other in Langcliffe, near Giggleswick. The two names may well 

refer to the same man, from whom Feizor may be named. (2) 

While unusual, an Irish personal name in a Yorkshire place-name is by no means 

unique. Smith lists nearly 20 such place-names in the West Riding. A new award-

winning book by Professor Fiona Edmonds of Lancaster University has shed some 

light on the movements of Gaelic speaking people, and the following summary is the 

final paragraph of a chapter on ‘Medieval Multilingualism: Gaelic Linguistic Influence 

in the Northumbrian Kingdom’. (3).  From her evidence, Fixby was probably so named 

in the 11th century, sometime before 1086: 

As a whole, the linguistic evidence shows a trend towards ever-increasing Gaelic 

influence in the Northumbrian kingdom during the early medieval period. The ‘Golden 

Age’ may have been the high point of ecclesiastical contact, but the Gaelic language 

seems to have been restricted to specialised uses in churches and at court. Norse 

speakers put down roots in the tenth century, and Gaelic-Scandinavians from Ireland 

and the Isles were one element among them. I would not claim they were the dominant 

group; indeed, the terminology of social organisation was entirely Norse. During the 

eleventh century, however, a new wave of Gaelic speakers moved into the Northumbrian 

kingdom from various directions: the Solway, the Isle of Man, and the Scottish kingdom. 

These almost entirely unrecorded movements left multi-layered traces in the onomastic 

record, as Gaelic speakers met Brittonic and Norse speakers, as well as the English-

speaking culture of the Northumbrian kingdom. 

 

(1) Smith, A.H. The Place-names of the West Riding of Yorkshire, vol 3, 35 (Cambridge, 1961). 

(2) Smith, vol 6, 226. 

(3) Edmonds, F. Gaelic Influence in the Northumbrian Kingdom, The Golden Age and the Viking 

Age. (Woodbridge, 2019).  (Onomastics is the study of the etymology, history, and use of proper 
names.) 
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two Fixby postcards, courtesy of Huddersfield Exposed 

https://huddersfield.exposed/archive/tag/60/date/list

